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James Willard Will 
 
In the name of God amen, I James Willard of Wilson County being of sound & perfect 
mind & memory ______ to God for the same so this thirteenth day of July in the year of 
our lord eighteen hundred & twenty seven make and publish this my last will & testament 
in manner & form following that is to say, in the first place my desire is that all my just 
debts be paid & satisfied as soon as convenient after my decease.  Secondly my desire is 
that my brother John Willard should have and possess the fifty acres of land taken up by 
me under the one cent law.  Thirdly I give and bequeath all the balance of my estate of 
what kind soever to my adopted son William Milligan oldest son of John Milligan 
including all that my mother left me at my mothers death excepting a brown horse coalt 
[sic] which if my brother John will take at his value & make the money ___ to my ___ as 
soon as the said William Milligan becomes of age without any interest __ ____ otherwise 
the said coalt [sic]  to be sold as the other property.  My will and desire is that my 
executor should ____ & school the above named William Milligan and that he should 
have twelve months schooling.  And I herby make and ordain my worthy friend George 
Bogle executor of this my last will and testament and a guardian for the above named 
William Milligan until he becomes of age.  In testimony whereof I have here unto 
subscribed by name & affixed my seal the day and date above written. 
      James Willard (SEAL) 
Signed in the presence of us: 
James Michie, Jurat 
James McAdow, Jurat 
William Higgins 
 
State of Tennessee 
Wilson County Court, September 
The  [written] last will & testament of James Willard Dec’d was produced in open court 
and fully proven by the oaths of James Michie & James McAdow  witnesses ___ to and 
ordered by the court to be recorded. 
 Recorded this 5th day of October 1827 
 Test. John ___ clk of said court 




